CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

L THIS WITNESS STATEMENT IS PROVIDED ON THE STRICT UNDERSTANDING THAT ITS
i; CONTENTS AND THE IDENTITY QF ITS MAKER ARE TREATED CONFIDENTIALLY AND THAT
! I IT 15 USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSES STATED IN 1T

Witness Statement of
__VASUNDHARA RAJE

18 AUGUST 2011
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I, Vasundhara Raje, of 13 Civil Lines, Jaipur, Rajasthan, India, will say as follows:

i | make this statement in support of any immigration application that Lalit Modi
- makes, but do so on the strigj:ﬁgﬁhd_i_;_iggﬁ.:t:hqt, my,ass‘i_sténce will not become known to

~the ﬂpdianaqthpﬂ_ﬁ_&s,

2. 1 am a national of India and am résiﬁent there. | was born on 8 March 1953 in
Mumbal, India. | am currently the leader of the opposition in the Rajasthan State

Assembly.
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Je3rs rater my mather left the Congross Party and joined the Bharatiya jana Sangh
party, which was the predecessor to the current Bharatiya Japata Party ("BIP"). She
was an WP for many years thereafter, winning seven consecutive pariiamentan)

cloctinng.

My rmother was one of the founding members of the BIP when it was formed in 1980,
She was appointed as one of the Vice Presidents of the party. She remained & Vice
President of the party until 1988 when, due to health reasons, she stepped down and

guit her political career. She died in 2001

Ay older bm’fhf_., the late Ma‘.havrao Se mdja was, aho a prcmment Indian; poht'cran

Elhrcted wiih thc suppc"t f Bharatwa hna Sdngn rU”GWlI‘L the impus“ion of a

-t.

national Lmrrgeﬁcu_.r resu]tmg in" t"ze conceniratlon of power into the haﬂdJ of the

ruling Congress Party, my brother along with his immeadiate farmlv._:‘: switchad
allegiances: 10.the; Gongress:Party,- despite - 0pposition fromsithinsour extended
famiby. He was Minister of Railways in Rajiv Gandhi's government and then Minister of
Civil aviation and latterly Minster of Human Resources Development under the
premiership of Narasimha Roa. My brother was also President of the Board of Controf
for Cricket in india {."E.CCV’} frorm 1990 to 1993. He died in 2 p}a_né crash in 2001, After
my brother's death,’ Ij'.i'.s;"ﬁqn Jyotiraditya Scindia followed 'T-r'a.._.'ﬁi's:'ii"bcﬁfsteps and was
electad in 2002 as the C-::n%_ress Party MP for the seat left vacant by his father's death.

He was subseguently re-elected in 2004 and 2009 and he is currently Minister of State

for Commerce and Industry within the central government,
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3007 she was @ BIP member of the Madhya Pradesh State Assembly. in 2007
elpeted 1 the Lok Sabha as the 3iP 5P for Gwelior, andway ra-plagtad in AO0H,

Ry son Dushyant Singh, is the BI? MP for Jhalawar, and was elected to the Lok Sebhe
in 20049 and re-electad in 2009,
| graduated in Economics and Political Science from Sophiz College, dAumba

Universicy. My connection with Rajasthan came following my marriage in 1972 to the

then incumbent ruter of Bholpur, Maharaja Hemant Singh.

My involvement in politics started with my induction into the National Worring
Committee of the BJPin 1984, 1 was theVice President of the State BIP Youth Wing
from 1984 to 1986, | then was elected as the member of the Rajasthan Lr-'?g'islatiue

ﬁ.ssembiﬁ,f for Dholpur in 1985 and served in this capamt} undil 1988. Jmm IEJESR to
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1989 ] was ‘u.fiCa? Presm‘n‘nt m"t_,l'te BIPY
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in Ralastﬁ an. ln 1989 Paisas eiec‘ed o thp Lok

Sabha as MP f{;r thalawar {
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of the BIF Parl[amantar*f Fartv.,,indggg | wa@nade Muuster.ﬁf State for:-Exter*rgl

ﬁ.ifam; in the government af ane thster Atal Bihari Vajpayee. In 1999 lwas made
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Mlmstw uf State with Iﬂdﬁp&ﬂuer‘lt charge of_SmaH i r‘u 'EFIES and Aya & Rural
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Industnes Depar‘tment of Personnel & Training, Demrtment r}f Penmm ) Pensmnprs
welfare, Department of personnel & Public Grievances and Pension Ministry,

Department of Atomic Energy and Department of Space.

In 2002, | stood down as Minister of State and was appointed President of the BIP in

'Rajasthan. In December 2003 | led the party to a record landslide victory in the

Rajasthan state elections, defeating the Congress Party and ousting their incumbent
Chief Minister, Ashok Gehlot. On B December 2003, | was sworn in as the first female

Chief Minister of Rajasthan.
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Farmily have ‘Deen oiose for sy decades Lol uad aawadys Dees Doty
imerested in cricket and had ambitions of moderanising cricket. 1t was sometning that
lve had discussed with me over a leng period before my election. Once | 'was electeg,
amongst many other things, | decided that sports should be brought on to the agenda

of the Rajasthan povernment. Hemembering Lalit's particular interest in coioket

asted hun to help me with sports refoon in Rajssthan,

fhose reforms started by the implementation of a regulatory framework for the
administration of sports in Rajasthan. In the course of working on those reforms, Lalit
broke up many of the ald, clan-based strangleholds and politicised structures that had
held cricket back for so many years in India. Lalit recognised the huge commercal
pct{:ntaal of - cricket-and - set about releasing “that potential.. The -'resuits werp
astonishing and ! credit Lalit for having revolutionised cricket in bath Rajasthan and
later, across th;, whole of !ndl" By leadi Mg this Ecuﬂlut on from Rajasthan during my
tenure as E‘,nd Mm*ster fallt became wldelv recugmﬂﬂd '15 someone Closaly

'iiSDCIH':Ld mth me,

In December 2008 the BIP Was natrowly-defeated by the Congress Party in the State

elections for Hajasthan. Ashok Ghalot was appointed Chief Minister for a 5émnu time,

w::arkmg relatm HShip and assucia‘cmn wWas pu blic knﬂwledLL

14. A significant part of the Congress Party's election campaign was devoled to the

propagation of a smear .campaign against me and Lslit = they made numerous
unfounded allegations of corruption during my time as Chief Minister. 8y this time,
Lalit had become a household name in India and indeed, acrpsé the sporting world,
following the phenomenal success of the inaugural Indian PFEH’;HGE’ League ["IFL").
Lalit's success was viewed, by many of the cricketing and political old guard within the
Congress Party, with great jealously and animosity. By this point, whether he liked it

ar nat, Lalit had been painted as a pro-81F, anti-Congress Party figure,

e



corruption during iy lenure. This Comnussion howeyer
was struck U ywin by the fajasthan High Court as wholly uniawful. The Court feund
that the governmoent’s motives {or selLir:g_{ up the commission wore not bong fide, The

decision of the High Court was upheld by the Supreme Count of India.

1é. Soon aber my defeat, Lalis was literaily hounded cut of Rajasihan cricket by pro-
Congress Party fipures. Throug I'Jl.,t 2009 and 2010 Lalit also found himseif accusad in
a }?ITDCEESSE-DFI‘;'}]( ridiculous criminal cases in Rajzsthan. 1 have no doubt whatscover
that these cases were instipated with the active ar tacit support of the ruling Congress
Party in Rajasthan, as a means of continuing the smear campaign against Lalit and by

associafion, ma.

17. Given my family’s long history in public and political life in India, our |r|~.r{:u..E=ant with

the B;P from |t5 mhep ion, and ﬁLEI tc my Imsumn {:lf irT‘LpD!‘ta"ILE w|+rt|"| 1h& BIP in
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'{ajabthan I am a key: PO|It-I.Ea|'targFt _'as far as. th Long,ress Par‘h,r are concemeL:

the BJP and thE Longress Part»;, are seemg tl‘e:r"pu;nuianw derﬂlne in many stares in
suuth’_é__'rn india. Against that backdrop, there are 7 or 8- keys states' across Northem

g_i India in which the BJP.and Eongr 55 Pa
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mam e | matn pﬂhtlca; forces
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- thes:e are often ralled the ‘Hindi heartland‘ states. These states contain almost half

of India’s entire population. F:ajais;:han, which is the larpest state by land mass in India,
with a population of nearly 70 million people, is one of the most important of those
states and the retention of political control of Rajasthan, at both State and national
level, is key to any party which has aspirations to be In central government. it should
he noted that the Rajasthan State elections and the Indian parliamentary elections
are on an almest identical eycle — the next Rzjasthan Stam. elections will be in

December 2013, and the next indian parlizmentary elections wilt be in spring 2014,

'Thers are 28 stotes in the Indian federatio

un
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which is a coafition of 10 golitical parties, of which the Congress Party is oy S b
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arpest. It owas formad sonn after the 2004 inman parlizmentary elections and was
also the ruling cealition which won the 2009 elections. However, the populanity of the

coalition is now seversly waning; taken aleng with the inevitable antincumbency
factor, there is a real prospect that the UPA and therefore the Congress Party will be
out of government fallowing the Indian parliamentary elections in 2034, in the fighs
to try and stave off such an cutcome, the Congress Parly secs the ratention of
Majasthan at the State level as key to pr;?-séwing its power within central government
- this is particularly so, given the closeness of the electoral cycles. Victory in the last
three state elections in Rajasthan has oscillated between the Congress Party and the
BIP. If Rajasthan State returns to a BIP government in December 2013, it is highly
likely that the majority of Lok Sabha seats in Hajasthan will also po to the BIP in the
parliamentary elections in spring 2014 — this would be a devastating bi{:u.'.f 10 the
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Cc’rr_‘igre 5% F‘ar‘t,r 5. dwre to rEtammg pchr at tne centre of lndtan polmcs
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The pc:lrh:a[*aﬁack whach is currently UHfiEI‘WEIY against Lalit n‘i !ndm is in my opinion,

des:gned to destroy Lalit's reputation, to keep him out of Rajasthan cnckm and
pﬂi:{gga _r)d m thereny dlSCfEd]L{‘ﬂ“ I am *u her aware that L:ain., in Liu; _r.u::mext of his
role as 1PL founder and Chairman, has also nad major run-ins with prominent central
government Congress Paﬁ-,z ministers — | will not comment upon those conflicts as

they have never involved me directly. What is clear, however, is that they have only

served to exacerbate Lalit's difficulties with the ruling Congress Party.

. Given my close understanding of, and involvement in, Indian politics, 1 have absclutely

no déuht that-the broad, fuli frontal attack that Lalit is currently facing in India is
politically motivated. Certain elements within Indian politics seek to preserve their
own interests by exacting revenge on political opponents. This is exactly the motive
that is guiding the attack on lalit at the moment in India. By destroying and

screditing Lalit, the Congress Party hope to remove one of my key supporters from
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Lhewe Bope Lo politically discredit me as well,
71, | gave this statement in English. ! confirm that the inforrmation contained in this
witness staterment is true, correct and agcurate to the best of my knowledge and

e,

SIGNED: W«E‘D\@x@ 'S N

VASUMNDHARA RAJE

DATEL:
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